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WHEN POLLUTED ALGAE
BECOMES TOXIC

YELLOW BAY —
That green slimy stuff found in ponds and lakes and streams is probably algae.
It is basically helpful, but if enough mineral nutrients are added via water pollution,
the algae becomes toxic to man and animal systems.
So says Dr. Gerald W. Prescott, from Michigan State University at East Lansing,
who is spending his 17th summer researching on Flathead Lake-, and Dr. Bill Vinyard,
from Humboldt State, Arcadia, Calif., and a former student of Prescott, who is spending
his 11th summer at Flathead.
The two researchers are at the University of Montana Biological Station on Yellow
Bay.

They are compiling a two-volume work on desmids, a group of green algae which is

beneficial to man and may contribute to the development of '’food chains.”

Prescott

also is publishing a text on the subject this fall.
The researchers said toxic algae can kill livestock and when it is present in
drinking water it can cause epidemics of intestinal problems.
Algae is basically helpful, but becomes toxic because of water pollution.
Pollution adds mineral nutrients which help algae to multiply rapidly.
Algae are readily controlled if it is realized they exist in the water supply.
It only requires carbon dioxide, water and sunlight to generate algae, making them a
basic part of water.
Much is known about the algae in the midwest, but there is a dearth of material
on Montana algae.

Prescott hopes to remedy this.

Their studies are on the ecology and systematics--the basic stuff about algae.
Practical solutions will have to come after the basic information is gathered.

